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March 21, 2005 
 
 
 
 
Dear District Superintendent: 
 

IDENTIFICATION OF YOUR LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY 
AS A PROGRAM IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT UNDER THE 

NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND ACT OF 2001 
 
The purpose of this letter is to notify you that your local educational agency (LEA) has 
been identified for federal Program Improvement (PI) as a result of State Board of 
Education (SBE) action on March 9, 2005. 
 
In late December 2004, the United States Department of Education (ED) issued a report 
of a September 2004 review of the California Department of Education’s (CDE) 
administration of Title I programs, as reauthorized by the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) 
Act of 2001. In the report, the ED required the CDE and the SBE to change the criteria for 
identifying PI districts to be consistent with federal law. Our letter of February 15, 2005, 
outlined the potential changes to the criteria. We worked with the ED during the past few 
months to develop new criteria for identifying PI districts that would be consistent with 
federal law, but would also provide some recognition of districts making significant 
academic progress within each grade span. As a result, the CDE and the SBE have 
changed the criteria by which LEAs are identified for PI in the current year. 
 
The new criteria are: 
 

• The LEA received Title I, Part A funds in 2002-03 and 2003-04; and 
 

• The LEA, based on the aggregation of all student scores, did not make Adequate 
Yearly Progress (AYP) in the same content area in 2002-03 and 2003-04 (i.e., 
English-language arts or math); and 

 
• The disaggregation of the LEA’s results by grade span (grades two through five, 

grades six through eight, and grade ten) resulted in each grade span not making 
AYP in the same content area (i.e., English-language arts or math) in 2002-03 
and 2003-04. 
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Based on these criteria, 150 LEAs were identified for PI in the 2004-05 school 
year. A list of the 150 LEAs identified for PI is available on the CDE Web site at 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ay by choosing “Reports” under “Title I Program 
Improvement Status” section. In addition, an Excel file containing all the data elements 
used to identify LEAs for PI is available by choosing “Data Files” at the same Web site. 
 
Although the CDE must identify LEAs for PI in the 2004-05 school year, the LEAs 
identified for PI at the March SBE meeting will be designated as Year 1 PI LEAs 
from now through the end of the 2005-06 school year. LEAs identified for PI using 
the new criteria may only advance to Year 2 of PI in the 2006-07 school year, based on 
the 2006 testing results and the 2006 Accountability Progress Report. 
 
If you have any questions regarding LEA PI identification please contact the Policy and 
Evaluation Division at (916) 319-0869. 
 
 
Appeal of PI Status 
 
The NCLB requires that LEAs be provided the opportunity to appeal their PI status 
based on statistical or other substantive reasons. 
 
An example of a statistical reason is a calculation error in the data that resulted in the 
LEA’s PI status. Appeals based on other substantive reasons will also be accepted. 
Examples of substantive reasons may include a natural disaster (e.g., mudslide) or a flu 
epidemic that prevented the LEA from administering the applicable assessments to all 
of the LEA’s schools and/or students. The LEA should provide documentation that 
establishes the unique character of the statistical or substantive reason. The CDE will 
follow up with any LEA submitting insufficient documentation, although this will delay 
resolution of the appeal. 
 
All appeals must be received by the CDE no later than 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
April 6, 2005. Appeals must be submitted using the Appeal Form found on the CDE 
Web site at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ay under the “2004 AYP Information” section by 
clicking on “AYP Appeals.” The CDE will notify the LEA of the appeal resolution by  
e-mail within 30 days of receipt. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the appeals process please contact the Evaluation, 
Research, and Analysis Unit at (916) 319-0875 or by e-mail at evaluation@cde.ca.gov. 
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NCLB Requirements for PI LEAs 
 
NCLB Section 1116 requires that LEAs identified for PI must: 
 

• Notify parents of the LEA’s PI status within 30 days of identification  
(by May 4, 2005). Parent notification information is available on the CDE Web 
site at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ti/programimprov.asp. 
 

• Revise the LEA Plan within 90 days of identification in consultation with parents 
and school staff (by July 5, 2005) and implement it expeditiously, but no later 
than the beginning of the 2005-06 school year. (More specific information about 
this requirement is forthcoming in a subsequent letter.) 

 
• Reserve at least ten percent of the LEA’s 2005-06 Title I allocation to provide 

professional development to teachers and administrators. (This requirement 
excludes funds provided under NCLB Section 1119(l)—highly qualified teachers 
and paraprofessionals.) 

 
NCLB requires that PI LEAs currently on the state-approved list of Supplemental 
Educational Services (SES) providers must notify parents that the LEA will no longer be 
eligible to serve as such a provider after the current school semester. Schools within 
the LEA that are not identified as PI may apply to become approved SES providers. 
PI LEAs may use their funds (other than the required up-to-20 percent set-aside for 
SES and school choice) to provide before- or after-school tutoring to students needing 
assistance. Additional and more specific information about SES provider issues is 
forthcoming in a subsequent letter. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the NCLB requirements for LEAs in PI please 
contact the Title I Policy and Partnerships Office at (916) 319-0854 or by e-mail at 
pi@cde.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

 

JACK O’CONNELL 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction 

RUTH E. GREEN, President 
State Board of Education 
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